


SYPHILIS IS BACK!
•  Syphilis is spread through intimate body 

contact including skin-to-skin contact as well 
as unprotected oral, anal and for some trans 
guys frontal genital sex.

•  You may have syphilis and not know it. Some 
people develop visible symptoms of syphilis 
infection, but others don’t. 

•  Among other things, syphilis can cause skin 
lesions, a rash, fevers, and/or headaches.

•  Syphilis makes you more likely to transmit HIV 
to sex partners. 

•  If you are sexually active, it is important to 
get tested for syphilis regularly. Tell your doctor 
you want to have a syphilis test. 

•  You can get syphilis more than once. 

GET TESTED!
•  As a POZ guy your syphilis infection may take 

longer to both treat and cure.

•  Without treatment, syphilis can make you very, 
very ill.

•  Syphilis may increase your ‘viral load’ (a measure 
of HIV in your blood). This can speed up the rate 
at which HIV damages your immune system.

•  Syphilis will not go away if left untreated.

•  If you � nd out you have syphilis, it’s important 
to get treated and then follow up with your 
doctor to make sure the treatment worked.

GET TREATED!
To � nd out more about syphilis and HIV, 
visit www.actoronto.org/syphilis

AIDS and Sexual Health Infoline: 
English: 1-800-668-2437 or Toronto: 416-392-2437
French: 1-800-267-7432 or Ottawa: 613-563-7432


